Communicating Science Workshops

The National Science Foundation (NSF) and the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) are holding workshops to enhance the communication of science.  Although traditional scientific training typically does not prepare scientists and engineers to be effective communicators outside academia, NSF and other funding agencies are increasingly encouraging researchers to extend beyond their peer-reviewed publishing and communicate their results directly to the public.  As traditional media is moving away from science reporting in newspapers and magazines, public information officers and other communications professionals face new challenges and responsibility in working with researchers in communicating research results effectively through “new media” to broader non-technical audiences.  These workshops offer the opportunity for researchers and communications professionals to learn about the new media landscape and how to work together to communicate science and research results in ways that interest and engage the public.     
The workshops are conducted as two concurrent events.  The “Communicating Science: Tools for Scientists and Engineers” workshop is targeted at scientists, engineers, researchers, new faculty, Ph.D. and graduate students.  The hands-on, highly interactive session teaches new skills in communicating more effectively with non-technical audiences.  The “Information Partners Workshop” is targeted at public information officers and other professional communicators.  Participants will hear about NSF’s many new communications tools and national media partnerships that will enhance local outreach efforts.  While these workshops occur concurrently, there are larger group discussions where both researchers and communications professionals come together and interact.
The workshops include a continental breakfast and lunch.  There is no registration fee, however space is limited and pre-registration is required.  

